cetrimide, is adequate in males. In females, however, it is traditional to obtain catheter specimens although it has been suggested recently (Boshell and Sandford, 1958) that ' clean' freshly voided specimens compare favourably, from the bacteriological aspect, with those obtained by catheterization.
The presence of organisms in the urine in the absence of a significant number of pus cells, generally speaking, may be disregarded, for the normal urethra commonly contains saprophytic bacteria (Harkness, 1950) (Shackman and Messent, I954) . Nevertheless, it is pertinent to point out that 22 per cent. of patients with chronic pyelonephritis have bacteria but no pus cells in the urine (Jackson et al., 1958) (Graber and Shackman, 1956 
